
 
Contact:  Michael Redden 

New Horizons-Abilene 
New Horizons 
(325) 437-1852 

mjr@centex.net
 

Media Contact: Marie Fahey 
Marie@pharrpr.com; 972-931-7576, ext. 23 

 
For Immediate Release: 
 

Gifts from T. Boone Pickens and Leon Backes Family Enable New Horizons’ 
Groundbreaking in Abilene  

 
Abilene, TX – June 15, 2007 – New Horizons was joined in Abilene by local dignitaries, 
including Mayor Archibald and State Representative Susan King, other elected officials 
and business leaders in breaking ground on the first phase of New Horizons Community 
Center of Care: Audrey Grace House, which will provide residential and other services 
for at-risk children and youth. 
 
Groundbreaking for the new facility was made possible by a gift from Dallas oilman and 
philanthropist, T. Boone Pickens, who has donated $750,000 to New Horizons to help 
construct the much-needed residential center in Abilene, Texas.  
 
“Many of the children and youth served by New Horizons have experienced significant 
trauma and loss and need to be kept close to any supportive relationship they may have 
such as teachers, classmates, neighbors, churches and other family members, is important 
to these youths’ continued healing. Mr. Pickens’ gift and interest in New Horizons will 
help insure these critical needs are met for children in Abilene and the surrounding 
area. We are so grateful to him for helping us fulfill this dream.” 
 
"I've become more and more concerned with youth at risk in Texas and across the 
nation," Mr. Pickens said. "I've also become more appreciative of those on the front-lines 
in helping address this issue. When I heard about the good work being done at New 
Horizons, I was an easy sell. They do great work, and I hope my gift makes them even 
more effective in the years to come." 
 
New Horizons Community Center of Care will be located at Business I20 and Medical 
Drive, approximately 1 mile east of downtown Abilene.  Its first phase will be named the 
Audrey Grace House in memory of a child lost by Mr. and Mrs. Leon Backes of Dallas.  
 
The Backes were the first major contributors to the Abilene project through their 
fundraisers in the horse community.  With help from Allen and Chris Leese, who own 
www.pleasurehorse.com, the Backes helped organize silent auctions benefiting New 
Horizons during the last five years. On the Web site, quarter horses and horse-related 
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items including training sessions, saddles, stud fees, and more, have been auctioned 
raising approximately $200,000 which the Backes have matched with personal gifts. Mr. 
Backes’ company, Provident Realty Advisors of Dallas, has also supported New 
Horizons with sponsorships and fundraisers since 2002. 
 
Audrey Grace House will help New Horizons serve more than 1,000 children and 
families each year in Abilene, Central and other West Texas communities through a 
continuum of care..  New Horizons is licensed by the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services and is a member of the Texas Alliance for Child and Family Services.  
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